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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-11,13-23,25,27-39 and 41 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IZI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 1 0 January 2000 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2009071 6 



Application/Control Number: 09/480,343 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2128 

DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

1. Claims 1-11, 13-23,25,27-39,41 of U. S. Application 09/480,343 filed on 10- 
February-2000, are presented for examination. 

Claim Interpretation 

2. It is interpreted that "unavailable" means unavailable by the claimed vendor. If 
"unavailable" also means unavailable by any other vendor, then the limitation is 
meaningless. The specification provides no guidance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 1-11, 13-23, 25, 27-39, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukuda et al. in view of Allsop et al. (5,970,472; Applicant's IDS), and 
in further view of Johnson etal. (US Patent 6,055,516). 
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6. Fukuda et al. disclose managing building options, comprising: 

obtaining from a first user an indication of at least one available new building 
option for constructing a new building; 

causing the at least one available new building option to be electronically 
accessible to a second user; 

providing performance (not defined in the specification, appears to be one of the 
most important attributes of a product [such as speed, efficiency, etc] and would be an 
obvious consideration to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention) 
information electronically on the at least one available new building option to the second 
user; 

obtaining electronically from said the second user an indication of at least one 
choice from among the at least one available new building option; and 

providing the indication of the at least one choice to said the first user; 

wherein the indication of the at least one available new building option is 
obtained electronically; 

wherein the indication of the at least one choice is provided to the first user 
electronically; 

Fukuda: a networked interactive VR system for home and kitchen layout for 



customers. See abstract: "a Virtual Reality (VR) technology 
application, a networked VR-supported design system of a 
kitchen layout. This networked VR system was developed on 
personal computers to allow customers to design at home. 
With the VR system, customers can have a pseudo-experience 
of their "virtual kitchen", modify the design of the 
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kitchen, and make decisions by being provided with a good 
idea of their potential purchase. The VR system will also 
play an important role in user interface in the House 
Design Advisory System. This system gives advice on house 
design , as well as on kitchen layout design , according to 
the customers'' diversified lifestyles." See COl. 2, page 93: "The 
VR allows customers to examine a design and make changes at 
an early stage in the process. Examples of VR applications 
are to be found in design, prototype, and space layout 
planning. " See section 2 (layout design in the showroom); section 4 (VR 
system on the internet); section 5 (VR systems for customers)) 

4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed on the Internet and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 



• The interface on the World Wide Web appears. 

« A customer lodes at the interface and selects each product 
interactively (1). 

* If he/she wants to know the more information of a compo- 
nent product such as a function, a price, a size, and a pho- 
tograph, he/she can see by clicking die product name. The 
detailed information including behavior are shown using 
multimedia (2). 

• Each component product is selected over and over. When 
all products are selected, he/she may click the button named 
"ftnished!". 

* The selected products are represented (3). If he/she wishes 
to experience the virtual world, he may click the button 
named "VR". Then he/she can experience the virtual world 

v the first design with the existing photograph 




Changes Desired 



outer to the C1M !ir 



:r<4). 



Figure I: System Kitchen Planning Process 
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inlefatt!ni» if htJ tii wan!i so kw* tht m<v* i formdltoti if J component p >ducr, heMst. Lan vec b\ cfakut ttw 
prmtuci name * V m Mi r>«iim\ ^rc ^citxu-i' tb» \ if\ r* prist rtlfd 41 iicJSht >.an Mperwrnci ftw »f tuif wnrld jmi 
review tht tirvt df\it!» inf.fi ruvftng piiolograt h fitgf in r fi If fit/ihfi «»<tf<< to n-pHet s mtitpont nt prodtHt, a desa 
*n»t jKsfi tu s apiN ti {» ifKkttt? tin ptv&nt t > tin m wai woihf ft> Wttt.fi keAhe-^Jirtt* t fcvunfc prodtu t witbf 
pitkitt., it js timdtd roro a d&Cibtftt n> the rM»-^k "> SfUi de^OBI^., tfhoMe tushes, tilt > S.ML data n ■*fit to he 
shnwrstta G a\ ^r»-i* \ «tstem >s «ritt« dw lapmtnt wptei irtjs i f, \ <tt 
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wherein the first user inputs said the indication of the at least one available new 
building option at a first computing unit and said the second user inputs the indication of 
the at least one choice from among the at least one available new building option at a 
second computing unit coupled to the first computing unit via a communications 
network; 

wherein the communications network is a global computer network; 

wherein the at least one available option is electronically accessible to said 
the second user only if said the second user first electronically transmits a valid password. 

4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed on the Internet and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 



I pnxlucUi am: desaibed 
using catalogues and displays | 




Figure 1: System Kitchen Planning Process 
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wherein the at least one available new building option comprises at least one 
building component; 

further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one building 
component to said the second user; 

wherein the at least one building component comprises a household appliance, 
and wherein the information comprises information relating to said the household 
appliance; 

(Note fig. 1 and col. 2, page 95): 



Pr«fw*l * tmomei (tecides die franc pl<«t Ttw tr'tnn-trs;} 
mm . oe 

• twoset 

» tefcibcs byout <"T -snspe. "IT -. "IT-. "pwuissuia 

r&UasO 

- jitlLdfsi appJtanec t * Tmgerstor a rnptwafkl * rik •xittn - 
c^<?!i aira^i"-i\pn and 3 droinp mHf ?!> i 



Am 2; Hc^Sfae seiecss ssseii component product and .makes 
(he firs* ptsw. The ftiiitming flams wiK be selected: 

■ ssfisnefs, » esmm, it sfi*. talk a tSs* <&>er, s fangs, aid 
ahood 

wherein the information comprises pricing information; 

wherein the information comprises an image of the household appliance; 

wherein said the information comprises performance information of said the household appliance; 




further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one available new building 
option to said the second user; 

wherein said the information comprises product category information; 
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(page 95, col. 2): 



Process!: A customer decides she baste plan. The folkwtnf 
item* wt)\ tie cheated: 

* t^plMs of ttw room 

* ti/hen lavout fT'***. u O'\ X"-. ~ir\ "peniftsuUT-, 





Flrocess 2t VtefShc «tects each cowiponent product and mates 
the fust plaa. The following items will be selected: 

• cj&mets, a osuR&er, a sink, faucet*, a tlish dryer, a raasge. aed 



* lining fee Anchor node, mformaajoa such as » aod 
a SSI °^ produce can N; added. We can make 
hyper link* beswetn a 3-D object and a text. &r image, a 
movie, a sound, and otitet 3-D objects. 

* I istng die Inline node, the necejisary objects can be 
read from other database cm die Internet 

* Using the Semso? of in&erpolatsr node, line function of each 
cum|XHW*« product can be tfxplaifted effectively. For ex* 
ample* cabinet doors c^e be opened and closed 




oven, and a dining table, etc.) 



page 96: 



Pg. 98 
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* Tfce tMerface osa tfee Worid Wide Web appears. 

* A cusiaftisr looks as the interface rod selects each pftxtact 

* II 1 teshe wants to know the awre unformatioo of a compo- 
ses* product such as a ftsaccioa, a yQSP a %im, m& a ph=o- 
togrsph, he/stoe can see by cUckiJig the product name. The 
detailed iMdrmM&ft iedydbfig bdi^tor are sIsom* using 
multimedia Q }.. 



products are described 
I using catalogues and displays | 




final drawings made, on our j 
kitchen CAD system j 



[ order to the CiM imes j 
Figure 1: System Kitchen Manning Process 

7. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether authorization is required to access portions of the website. 

8. Allsop et al. disclose the use of authorization to allow users access to portions of 
websites (col. 2, entire patent generally). 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to carry out those steps because the use and advantages of this feature are 
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well known to those skilled in the art, namely providing for internet security. In this 
respect, see col. 1 of Allsop et al. 

10. Allowing for user authorization would have also been obvious because it is a 
choice from a finite number of identified, predictable solutions to the problem of internet 
security. "When there is a design need or market pressure to solve a problem and there 
are a finite number of identified, predictable solutions, a person of ordinary skill has 
good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp." KSR, 127 
S. Ct. at 1742, 82 USPQ2d at 1397. 

1 1 . Variations on a theme are also obvious. As a further alternative, it would have 
been obvious because design incentives to solve the problem of internet security would 
have prompted a predictable variation in the prior art system of Fukuda et al. to apply 
the known principle of providing internet security, disclosed in Allsop et al., in order to 
allow a user access the internet site of Fukuda et al., with confidence that the 
transactions will be secure. "When a work is available in one field of endeavor, design 
incentives and other market forces can prompt variations of it, either in the same field or 
a different one. If a person of ordinary skill can implement a predictable variation, §103 
likely bars its patentability." KSR, 127 S. Ct. at 1740, 82 USPQ2d at 1396. 

12. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
updating the amount of money remaining in the budget subsequent to indicating a 
choice. 

13. Bush (1966) discloses that this is an extremely well known problem - keeping 
track of a budget while shopping - and that it is commonly carried out . See col. 1 : 
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I i^si. ffilf 




Bush discloses electronic means (adding machine) to carry out the function (col. 3): 

tmssj U\> triune ft! I us.Jer r^r^ss^Jv 
. I ^ , o W ni.> t „1 »^ s ^ 

n>r ctma&I&Si^ tuts I i>t '<w\t>i.mi xt^i%mt4 ^ 
mvkme may H «w c^&^ik^^l <k- 

<S*w&Kttl b Ur^xl <iut^ IVw* $m&&& fttih 
itii mHi\^ m& tlte pttcc as oer Job 

^ \\ * "n v \ I ' > K Mb \ - \ 

cbfel krrofs !>t ibc .".-ntW ^ 

:: mif :: w ::: a : « :: '?j^imvrit to pu^?l?a?^3?^u^fis 

i-o> d^f.^y ^boK.N triMtt tbe ^\\.?^er v 
^f^s? bs^f 1 ?^^ nvbe^ sbc amount ni^«?V "^'rs^l l x v 
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Optionally du*ir>g she se ec-fro r process a c^*m&at-*e ^ ^'^ fr ^ ; W 
spent arcs/Of sroney avaoar'e V the fccrnsbjyer may be d-spcweci 
Cateulatior ot the ^at^bls money rrw be based cm a binge* which has; be^r 
10 cM* »r>" red by the bu^er and'o^ the homtfouyer B \ rhoo^ing the steward 
nr upgr spi^ois *cr each husksng ca^pont^ the homf»bu>^r "^a*? 
^nfcrmea deci^ors on the building ^ompcients of sr»e^ ho^ stayire? 
within a designated budget 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to keep track of the budget while shopping because this allows for keeping 
within budget. 

1 5. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether "unavailable" options are made available to a user. 

16. Johnson et al. disclose the feature. See col. 2: 

Id view of the Soregoiag, it Is an object of ibis invention 
to provide m electronic sourcing method and system rhat 

containing data, (inchidiiog productive ador idendncatkm , 
55 to items | v||I|M& 

' ll oF l irSlerrio.g th& product iiSSSStion for desired, catalog 
items obtained as a result of the search, to a requisition/ 
purchasing system for use in generating a requisition includ- 
60 mg entries for the desired catalog iiems. 



Col. 4: 
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A feature of the present invention Is the ability to search 
nrnitipk catalog s from different suppliers, ir'or example, 
caTalog'clata^aseiS can contaihlfie ^tfllog or catalogs 
published by a vendor Distributor, having Distributor's 

55 catalog numbers for all listed products and vendor manu- 
facturer's part numbers for many of the listed products, 
Catalog database 36 eas further contain catalogs published 
by some of the vendor manufacturers, listing the manufac- 
turers' pan numbers for certain produces correspondingly 

so listed in the Distributor's catalogs .^gg. : ^^..g^gg..E^ c ^ 

"^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^gbv^ulside^urfjk^ 

IWfietler oilier niSu!acTuTers :::: 5f distributors* listing 
such vendor's products different from those in the Distribu- 
tor's catalogs, 

1 7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the feature because allowing for the inclusion of unavailable options 
is a choice from a finite number of identified, predictable solutions to the problem that 
vendors cannot carry all merchandise (not knowing possible user preferences, stocking 
issues, etc.) and this limits the customer's ability to make an informed choice where 
multiple products are involved and wherein choice of one product affects the choice of 
another product. "When there is a design need or market pressure to solve a problem 
and there are a finite number of identified, predictable solutions, a person of ordinary 
skill has good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp." 



KSR, 127 S. Ct. at 1742, 82 USPQ2d at 1397. 
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Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments, filed 6/5/2009, have been carefully considered and are 
not persuasive. Applicants are thanked for the amendment and arguments. 

19. Applicants, in general, have only recited the claims, paraphrased selected 
portions of the art, and alleged a patentable distinction. Applicants have not actually 
referred to the specifics of the rejection itself. Most of the arguments are again a 
substantial, if not exact, repetition of previously presented arguments and have been 
addressed in previous office actions. The rejections are maintained until Applicants 
address and persuasively explain any deficiency in said response to Applicant's 
arguments. 

20. Regarding budgets, Fukuda does disclose (page 95): 



The IbEbwiatp bis typical step ef ire jajtiil fcitdien 4e» 



taKCMl; Acwlwiacr chroto tte basic pirn. Tht. 
items mil he dratted: 



* budget 

* t!t*p!a&af!i*fOG(» 

* lut&tai layout CT***f*ipc. "ST'. ""IT-. >en»i5«ta , \ 

oven, & i&ftsfcr a-vta, & dmm$ tic.) 



And (page 98): 
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• Esdi ©era jisaewi prot&wa ts satoaSo-wst and mex Wtei 

. to experim* ?h£ v titoi wfcd* be may gSk* &e twstm 
' asmed "VR*\ Tbsa b& H sfce cm «ApeFmt&? ifee- vimiaJ w«s«fd 



21. Regarding Bush, Applicants argue (pg. 16, for example): 

< n v Ht i t ^ ^ K t r.Lfvi. \! k-t i>\ L * « sioi rt a tt<>\Ov"v d« s .Ik 

^ ^i-. ^ I >i ' i, t,s.d n v u„ b ^ Jura J* t t i it a l^rP <v 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies are not 
recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Claim 1, for example, 
only requires: 
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The claim does not limit how the prices are entered. In any case, it has generally been 
recognized that merely providing an automatic means to replace a manual activity which 
accomplishes the same result is not sufficient to distinguish over the prior art, In re 
Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958). 

22. Furthermore, keeping track of a running total for the purpose of keeping within 
budget provides for the amount of money remaining in the budget. 

23. Furthermore, it is noted in light of KSR, that a person of ordinary skill in the art 
will exercise ordinary creativity, common sense and logic . The person of ordinary skill in 
the art is a hypothetical person who is presumed to know the relevant prior art . Custom 
Accessories, Inc. v. Jeffrey- Allan Indus., Inc., 807 F.2d 955, 962, 1 USPQ2d 1196, 
1201 (Fed. Cir.1986). In determining this skill level, the court may consider various 
factors including "type of problems encountered in the art; prior art solutions to those 
problems; rapidity with which innovations are made; sophistication of the technology; 
and educational level of active workers in the field." Id. (cited in In re GPAC, 57 F.3d 
1573, 1579, 35 USPQ2d 1116, 1121 (Fed. Cir. 1995)). In a given case, every factor 
may not be present, and one or more factors may predominate. Id. at 962-63, 1 
USPQ2d at 1201. 

Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

- Kenney (United States Patent 6381583) discloses running totals for a virtual 
shopping basket. Col. 10: 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



/Hugh Jones/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2128 



